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Concerning God's ſeeking out ** 
HIS 


Likewiſe Concerning the Principle 

| OF 

| 

 LIEF 

V Vhereby he ſeeketh them and the way 
of their cloſing with His Spirit therein, 


As alſo Concerning the two 


| 

| 

| 

| COVENANTS, 
UNDER 


One whereof he pleaſeth to exerciſe and prepare them for the 
life and inheritance, which he hath treaſured up for 
them ja the other. 


WITH 


| 
A Poſtſcript relating: ſome things neceſſary for loſt man to be 


acquainted with in his travels from his loſt Eſtate. 
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By Iſaac Penin ton, 
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ISRAEL, 
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To ſuchin Goedmancheſter and thereabouts, who bear the 
reproachful name of Quakers, whoſe religion began in the 
ower,” and who (till abideand walk on in the power wait- 
Ing to be perfected 1n the full manifeſtation and appearance 
thereof. | 
Near fricnds in Gods pure Fternal truth, 
| br z1ylot once to be among youin a meeting together with 1.C, 
where I had a word unto you from the Lord, while |. C. was de- 
clareing. But being exceedingly bowed down in ſpirit, and afraid 
to interrupt the ſervice in him(whom I looked upon as far more a- 
bundantly grown up in the life,and fitter to Miniſter from the life) 
1. waited till the life in him ſbenld Stop. But then thoſe words 
which had often ſprung in me before, ſprung not again; and 1 
durſt not then ſpeakthem from a bare remembrance of them, not 
finding the ſpirit of the Lord then giving them me to ſpeak. Sa 1 
went away with a burthen on mg own ſoul , and alſo with a ſenſe 
of ſome loſe to you of ſome part of the good, which the Lord in- 
tended yaw. Since that time, I have often remembred the thing 
with grief, crying tothe Lord that,that which hath ſo often ſtopped 
the life in me, and my ſervice in the life, meht in bis good 'ime 
be removed: and that the day might come, wherein the man might 
never more be or appear, as of himſelf,or as a-determiner concern- 
ing the things which fiow from the life,but that the life might have 
its free courſe and current through me,in its own pure ſireamings, 
to the delighting of my own heart in the Lord, and the refreſhing 
of others. And indeed this day I exceedingly long for, that no- 
thing of ſelf might be left to be brought forth, and that all which 
af bon life might ſpring up and flouriſh, both in me and every 
where. 

Now one morning, as my heart was breathing towards the Lord, 
not having a thought either of you or this thing, the very ſame 
words (which were given me in that mecting) ſprang up again li- 

agly in me, with a pointing to wrile them down, with what. he 
Lord ſhould pleaſe to give in further, and ſend themto you, toge- 
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they with a Paper which was alittle before written concerning the 
two Covenants. And when I had almoſt finiſhed what was then 
given me to write, I was further direFed to annex to the firſt pa- 
per, another concerning the principle. How the Lord ſhall pleaſe 
to improve them to your advantage or to the advantage of any 
others, I leave to him, it being the earneſt deſire of my heart, that 
his work may proſper in his hand, and that the light and power 
which iſſueth forth from him for the ſalvation of ſouls may be 
effeFual thereunto;and that nothing of love,of mercy, of goodneſs, 
of life, of Salvation, of his ſearching and healing vertne way 
be held back by him, which the ſtate or condition of any 4 his ſheep 
or lambs ( whether loſt or gathered) calleth for: that his Iſrael 
may become the glory of the earth and all Nations may be refreſhed 
with beholding the beauty and taſting the ſweetneſs of life and 
righteouſneſs, which ſhall aſſuredly flow forth from his ſanuary. 
And ſurely the time is not far off (whatever the eye of ſence may 
judge, and however things may appear to mans underſtanding) 
wherein I{racl ſhall be no more compelled to worſhip in the Temples 
of mens building and dedicating but ſhall in the beanty of holineſs 
for the day is come( yea the bleſſed day is come )wherein the Lord 
God of life will build up his Sion, and appear there in his glory 
Amen, hallelujah. . 


Concerning Gods ſeeking out his Israel. 


His 1s the word, which was given to me; T HE S$SHEP- 
HERD OF ISRAEL IS SEEKING OUT HIS 
SHEEP, EVEN THE LOST SHEEP OF THE 

HO USE OF ISRAEL : Concerning which, theſe three 
Queſtions ſprang up in me one after another, as I was about to 
write and writing. I 

Quelt. 1. Who are his ſheep. 

Anſw. His ſheep are the ſons of men ; the loſt ſheep of the 
| houſe of 1ſrael are thoſe among the ſons of men, who have felt 
touches of his life, begettings into his nature, and were in ſome 
meaſure gathered into ſome appearance and diſpenſation of his 
life by his holy ſpirit, wherein they felt warmth from God in their 
ſpirits, and a delight and joy in what they felt, and a longing af- 
ter a further manifeſtation of him. Theſe were his ſheep, in aga- 
thered eſtate in ſome degree, by thoſe diſpenſations of life in the 
darkneſs, which had ſome ſtrength in them to gather from under 
the darkneſs, and did gather into that meaſure of light and life, 
that was then diſpenſed. But the ſheep cleaving to the diſpenſa- 
tions (which were very weak and imperfe@, and had little of 
ſpirit, but very much of fleſh in them.) and not following the 
Lamb out of them into the further diſpenſations of life, into 
which he ſtood ready tolead,the Lord brake them in pieces, de- 
parted from them, and left, the life to be madea prey of and _ 
brought under the captivity of death : ſo #hat the ſheep were 
ſcattered upon the mountains and every beaſt of prey was ready 
to faſten his teeth on them and devour them. O the precious 
buddings forth of the 1 irtue and power of God, that was to be 
found in ſeveral ſorts of profeſſors, while they ſought the Lord 
only, and the knowledge of one another in the breathing ſpirit, 
nd minded not the outward form , but the feclipg of life in 


their duties and ordinances ! AZ3 But 


| (2 | 
But when they began to &E, the form, and cry up ſeveral 
forms; the Lord alſo began to loath the forms, and did not give 
forth that among them, which formerly they met with, but took. 
away the kernel and left them the ſhel: And oh how dry and bar- 
ren have they become fince! Where is the feeling of lite? where 
15 the love to one another in the living ſence ? Where is the zeal 
after and earneſt ſecking of the power of Religion? where is the 
nature of the ſheep to be found in them? and where is the pre- 
ſence of the ſhepherd amcng them? Arethey not loſt ſheep iadeed 
loſt to God? loſt to themſelves? haye they not loſt the holy, pare, 
ſweet, meek, heavenly, tender, gentle nature of the ſheep? have 
they not loſt the paſtare ard the fold,whereon they were wont to 
feed and wherein they were wont to lie down ſafe ? have they 
not loſt the preſerver of their ſouls from the devouring ſpirit ? - 
nay, have they not lolt the very ſeed of life, which the good 
hutbandman did fow in them? And donotevil ſeeds ſhoot up 
in the ſtead thereof, to the poiſoning of their hearts and blemiſh- 
ing of their converſations? And are not ſome of them inſencible 
of theirloſe, and lie ſtill drowned in their forms, thinking to 
confine the appearance of the freelife and unlimited fpirit there? 
others of them lick, and deeply wounded and languiſhing, not 
knowing where to meet with the good ſhepherd, nor how to 
makeſhift without him? O the cryes of the deſolate and mourn- 
. ing ſouls, which love God at theit hearts and have the relicks 
of his Natureleft in them in a ſced (till, which he once begot 
and brought forth inſome freſhneſs ! Oh their dcep anguiſh , 
their miſcrable loſt condition for want of meeting with the Phi- 
ſitian, their pantings, their teares, their diſtreſles, their roarings 
gout, their over-whelmings, their ſeveral kinds of Captivitics, and 
the cruelties exerciſed upon their ſpirits by the Captiver even 
break my heart, that I am almoſt overwhelmed in the ſence of 
theirmiſery. But my heart is ſomewhat comforted with the 
freſhneſs of this teſtimony, which hath often riſen up in the 1m- 
mediate life of God in ny heart, and I have heard his voice 
ſpeaking it, eventhat he will ſeekthem ont, Apd I know he wk 
the 
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the $kill to finde them, in hid LLP mourning holes, wherein 
they lye hid 5 and the pits where into they are tumbled 3 and 
the Bryars and Thorns of the wilderneſs, wherewith they are 
torn, and wherein they are twiſted and entangled , and held pi- 
ning to death ; and in the priſons,and Chains,and Fetters of their 
Spirits, wherein they are cloſed up and bound down by the Ene- 
my of their Souls. 
Queſt. 2. Hcw will he ſeekthem, «nd how will he find them ont? 
Anſw. By the light of his ſpirit ſhining in their hearts, by 
which he will touch and quicken the Sheep's life, and open the 
Sheeps care and perſwade the heart to know and belicve that 
it is he, that viliteth in his tcader anercy , and that he will have 
mercy on and ſhew compaſſion to that , which hath long been 
calt off and forſaken 3 and that he will be their God , and they 
ſhall be his people, even the Houſe of 1ſrael that had departed 


. from him : and that he had not forgotten them , but wat- 


ted for the hour of mercy , and for theſeaſon of the bringing 
forthof that life and power, whoſe ſearching and healing ver- 
tue will reach to.the utmoſt extreamity of their conditions. 

Quelt. 3. What will he do with them, when he hath ſought af- 
ter and found them ont ? 

Azſw. He will gather them into the fold of life, and lead 
theminto the paſtures of life, and feed them with the food of 
life, as their conditions are able to bear 3 he will be fitting them 
by the exerciſes of his ſpirit, for their paſſages from death to life, 
and as they are capable, ſo he will be ſtill tranſlating them from 
the one into the other. He will bring them from their ſeveral 
fal{-built ſtates in the Land of Feypt(or Babylon) into a true wil- 
derneſs ſtate : and there,as he wears out the old nature in them; 
ſo will he ſpeake comfortably to them and build up thenew , 
and nouriſh the true [fraclitiſh Babe there with Ana from 
Heaven; and after be is grown up toa mans Eſtate, and hath 
xzeceived the inward Circumciſion, lead him into the pleaſant 
land,wherethere are the rich paſtures, & the ſweet (till Waters, 
and the precious Milk and Hony of the living , with which the 
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Jand flows naturally, and which yeilds pure nouriſhment to all 
the living Off-ſpring. O my heart is not able to contain the 
ſence of all that God will do for Iſrael, or of what he will be to 
them, or of what they ſhall beto him, when he hath finiſhed his 
work upon them, and brought them forth(through the ſtrength 
of his Covenant)in the Nature and into the poſleſfion of his life. 
But ſure I am he hath begun his work, the light of 
the day (even of the everlaſting day) hath ſprung and viſited 
many, the Principle of Life hath been revealed in the hearts of 
many, and many are gathering into it, and finde the man 
finking and dying, and the life riting and living in them day by 
day. And though the paſlage be bitter, and the Paſſover (till 
eaten with bitter hearbs, and the devourer often let looſe and 
ſuffered to nip and deſtroy , yet out of the Eater at laſt comes 
forth meat , and out of the ſtrong one in the iſiue comes forth 
fweetneſs. Yea, though there be no faith found to cloſe in with 
the light, nor any ſtrength leftto obey or follow, becauſe of the 
deep foregoing breakings (wherein both nature and ſpirit were 
all daſhed in peices , and ſwallowed up in confufion)) yet the 
breath of life and the power of the light (in procels of excer- 
Ciſes, and after much deep miſery , and impoſhbilities, to the 
ſight and judgment of ſenſe) at length raiſcth up alittle ſeed in 
the longing Soul , which receiveth and bringeth forth after an 
hidden way that , which it could not. And herelife is indeed 
of Grace and wholly of the Seed , in thisftate. Only waite to 
.Jearn and know in Spirit (and then take heed of diſpifing) the 
weak beginnings and dawnings of light , in the ſecret ſtirrings 
and movings ofte principle of life : and waite alſo fora watch 
to be ſet up1n thee againſt that fleſhly wiſdome and underſtand- 
ing, which will be apr to be judging about the work of God 
in thy heart; for if it prevaile ſo far,it will then alſo be begetting 
in theediſpilings of and turnings from the low beginnings there- 
of, and ſo divert thy feet from.the path of life. For the preven- 
tion whereof, and for the furtherance of thy Soul, inits cloſing 
with and travelling on in the light r_—_— of the Spirit of 
the Lcerd this following Paper 1gadded. Concerning 
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tet AS 


Concerning the Seed or inward Principle , whereby life is begot- 
tex and maintained in the heart. 


He Lord Gcd, who is full of everlaſting Bowels of compaſii- 
T on towards mankind in general, but more eſpecially to- 
wards thoſe, in whom he hath begotten a ſence of the want ot 
him, with breathings and defires after him, hath choſen a Seed 
or inward Principle of Life to appear in, towards the breaking 
the bonds of their Captivity, and the bringing them from under 
the power and miſcry of death. 

This, many who have been overwhelmed with miſery , and 
whoſe ſpirits have melted and failed with the want of the ſence 
of their God, and have felt that life , which was formerly built 
up in them, broken down and laid waſt, and their communion 
with God ſwallowed up in the ruines thereof, and their Souls 
ready utterly to periſh .and be devoured by the Enemy every 
moment 3 after the cutting offof their hopes, and the ſhutting 
up of their eyes towards all ways of releit, I fay, after all this 
and much more than can be expreſled, in the tender mercy of 
the Lord , have they felt this principle revealed in their hearts , 
and their hearts by degrees through the skill and ſame mercy of 
the Lord, which revealed the principle (and not from any wor- 
thine(s, or faith and obedience of 'theirs : for that was as freely 
given and preſerved, as the principle it ſelf wasrevealed )ga- 
thered into the principle, where the Life reigns ; and where the 
ftxength and Dominion of death is broken in all thoſe , who by - 
- -—p—_ and guidings of the Spirit of the Lord are led thi- 
ther. 

Now the main thing neceſſary. rowards the Redemption of 
the Soul is, after the revealing of this;principle, and ſome ſence 
and feeling of it , and the turning of the minde towards it, to 
| Wait to be made more and more acquainted with it, that in the 
{trrings, movings and leadwgs Gy, there be a ready giving 
| up 
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up to begatheredinto it, and to be guided by it. 

ror though this principle be all life, yet it is atfirſt but as a ſeed, 
and theappearance'ot the Lord init, isbut as in a Seed, very lit- 
tic, low, we.k ,' hard to be difcerned; eatic ro be over-looked 
and delpiſcd, and 4me. greater and more undcniable appea- 
rance expected. Yet that vs not the way, but the Soul mult be- 
come tubject unto and i owed: under tins Jittle appearance : and 
{0 as the Seed gets advatitage and grows bigger and larger in 
thy heart, the appearance oft the Lord will Be greater and tuller 
there. But to look for the greater appearance; before the Seed 
be owned and receiveil in 1s lefler appearance (and the Veſlel 
thereby fitted for the greater appearance) is not the way of God, 
bur the deceir of the Enemy ,” whereby he would deſtroy the 
Sou}, and cut it off from the Lord for ever; which he certainly 
will do, if he can keep the ſeed from growing there , and the 

Soul from joyning with and growing into it, | 
Therefore watch to feel the favour of life in thy heart day by 
day, and therein to feel leadings , and drawings from the life , 
ſuitable to thy ſtate: for'n thisſavour,and in theſe drawings riſes 
the true light, vyhich leads into the way of life. And then 
watch againſt the reaſonings, and diſputations which the Enemy 
will raiſe in thy minde, who will ſtrive to make thee- a Judge 
over theſe drawings; whereas/the Light ,- which ariſeth in the 
ſavour and in the drawings, 1s thy King (though in this low ap- 
pearance)) and not to- be judged by thy minde, thoughts and 
reaſonings, -but to judge-them all down , and be bowed unto 
:ind-obeyed by thee. /: And conſider, in the weight of w {pi- 
rit,' art thou ( in thy darkneſs and with thy earthly minde)4it 
to be a Judge concerning the _ which ariſeth in thee ? or ra- 
ther is not the Light, in its lowelt and weakeſt appearance, ap- 
pointed and fitted by the Lord to judge thee, and make thee 
bow: down in fear and'trembling before itz and thy crown 
(thou inthy higheſt exaltation) is to be caſt atthe lowelt foot- 
{keprthereof: Andthenit will in ſome meaſure, thou lying at 
the fot thereof and bowingin Spirit before-it, enter into —_ 
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C7) 
and enlighten and quicken thee. But! in' thy being. wiſe about 
it , :or taking upon thee to judge concerning it, it will ſtand 
at a diſtance from thee , and leave thee in thy darkneſs and 
vity. } 5] 

Therefore con(lider where thou art, and breath unto the 
Lord to reveal that unto thee, which is proper for thee at pre- 
ſent, and to bow thy ſpirit under his preſent will and waniteſta- 
tion £o thee. 

And be content to be little and low, and to receive little and 
low inſtructions from God, and to walk in the path of broken- 
neſs and humility before the Lord : for this is his way of fitting 
for, and advancing into the high and glorious power of his litc. 
And this my $0ul is aflured of, that none ſhall enter into or a+ 
bide in his Kingdome, but as they become little, poor and na- 
ked, and as they arcled by thelittle child of God's begetting , 
who not at all anſwers the wiſdome of man and hisexpectations, 
but {ti} confounds them , and leads on in ſuch a path, as if the 
eye of man's wiſdome be oper, it will {till be crying out, it can 
never bring to lite. Yet that which diſputeth not, but belci- 
veth, at ſeaſons feels a progreſs, and that the growth of life had 
advantage in the heart by thoſe; very things , which at preſent 
ſeemed-togive death the advantage; ;. | | 

Therefore watch againſt thy underſtanding,and all the work- 
ings thereof, as ever thou detireit lite + for 1t will (till betray 
thee, and either keep thee from the way,or turn thee out of the 
way , when ever thon hearkeneltto ity And mark,this, That 
which God ſowes and brings up in thee is a.ſenible plant, not a 
knowing mind 3 and thy right judgement is only 1 the fen{1blc- 
neſs of that Plant, and not in the underſtanding or comprehen- 
hon of thy minde : yea that ſenlible Plant { which thy wiſdome 
will be very apt to deſpiſe and perk over )muſt batter down: and 
brig to nothing thy underftanding, and grow up inthe {tead of 
it,it ever thy Soul be made an habitation tor the Life. Therefore 
link mtothe feeling, and dwell in the feeling, and wait for the 
ſavour of the Principle of Lite, and the touches and drawing 
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of the ſavour,and walkalong in it rowards the land of Life,part- 
ing with all, and leaving behind thee, whateverthe favoury of life 
dilreliſheth, and entring into and taking up whatever the favour 
of the Life reliſk<th, that thou mayeſt be prepared for the 
Lurd, and for the glorious appearances of his ſpirit in thee, 

_ Andasthouart led intothis, and becomelt fubjectro this; 
lo thou wilttaſte the Lord , and feel the ſweetneſs of his Oint- 
ment, and the peace of his nature, and the joy of the beginnings 
of his Kingdom in thy-hearr, and the blotting out of thy iniqui- 
tics for his own names ſake. For though the Enemy may lay 
load upon thee, and fill thee as much as he can with his filth, and 
lay it cloſe to thy charge , infomuch asthgu art not able to ac- 
quit thy (clfat all , but artas ready<o charge thy ſelf therewith, 
as the Encmy'is to charge thee :' yet the Lord conlidereth the 
Sced he hath ſown in thee, and the defire which he hath 
wroughtin thy heart to be joyned- thereunto 3 and he knoweth 
whence the {tiring of this mind is;and how weak thou art in this 
hour-of -thy darkneſs and Captivity 3 and the intent of his 
_ is to deliver thee from all this, and not to condemn thee 
or it- | 

But oh- take heed of limmitting the Lord to give forth ſo 
clear a Light, as the natural underſtanding will be judging neceſ- 
ſary : but becontent with the Light which ariſeth in the favour, 
and ſhineth inwardly to thy ſpirit in the drawing, and be ſubject 
and bowed under the Light of the RR though never ſo 
much againſt the Light of the creaturely un erſtanding and the 
reaſonings thereof. , + FRE ; 

Clearneſs of Light is a ſtate, which is tobe grown up into : 
but before thou comeſt to this, thy underſtanding muſt be dar- 
kened.confounded and brought to nothing 3 and thou canſt not 
bave ſuch a clearneſs there; while it is confounding. There 1s 
deed a true clearneſs in the Principle of Life(proportionable to 
its:ſtare and growth )eventhen : but the reaſonings of thy dark 


' M1:de will be continually overclouding and overbearing it (as 


it it were darkneſs,and not the Light) & will prevat,unleſs _ 


| (9) 
be kept in the favour,and ſuffer nut thy underttanding to judge, 
but keepit under the judgement of the favour. Mark tbere- 
fore heedfully this which follows, . 

The firſt work of the Lord is to confound the knowledge and 
-ainder(tanding of the creature , eſpecially in thoſe, who have 
been deep in wiſdoine and experience of things: for if they 
were not cloſely purſued w ith darkneſs and confuſton, they 
would preſently be gathering a ſtock intothe old ſture-houſe a- 
gain, and ſu grow wile aftcr the fleſh, and never learn the Life of 
the Spirit. Now inthis work of confounding, how can the 
leadings of God'sſpirit be manifeſt and clear after the fleſh, and 
to the flc{bly underſtanding ? yea, if they were manifeſt after 
this manner, how were it potbble to withhold the fleſhly pare 
from drinkingthem in, and ſo the man would live again, but 
the Seed nut live, which gains itslite (and being, and form and 
perfection) in the man , by the death of the man : even by the 
man's being hunted , and battered, and broken our of his wiſ- 
dome, and knowledge, and reafoning,and comprehenſion; and 
becoming as a fool or child , being able to know nothing , nor 
retain nothing, nor performe nothing , nor keep his ſtanding , 
but ſtil] as he 1s led, and taught , and created, and preſerved in 
the power and by the preſence of the Life. 


nm _—_—__—_— 
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Concernixg ihe two Covenants, 


Hat is the Covenant of ihe Law £ Doth it not contain 
and hold forth Eternal Life to man, upon his faith 1n 
an obedience to the ſpirit of God ? 

What is the Covenant of the Goſpel ? Doth it not contain the 
promiſe to the Sced,and Lite troinan through the Secd, and for- 
givenels of his fins for th2 Secd fake, and the uniting of his heart 
toand preſerving it in the Seed rhroug!i the grace, as alſo repen- 
tance, faith and obcdicrce from the grace ? 

Mark thenthe difference bution rhe two Covenants... The 
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(10) 
Covenant of the Law is all of works and according to works, 
yea. even the faith that isthere found ( which is begotten and 
brought forth ig man by vertue of that Covenant) is of the man 
orof the working Principle. The Covenant of the Goſpel is all 
of grace; and the very works that arc there found , are from» 
the grace, and the Secd beſtowed and conveyed by Pro- 


mile. 


Now mark, The Seed (or ſtanding Principle of Life) in both 
Covenants 1s the ſame. Iris the ſame Chrilt by which Adan 
ſtood before the fall, and which was the promiſed Seed after 
the fall. The light of both the Covenants is the ſame, even the 
eternal Light of the Spirit. The Life and power is the 
ſame, even the lifeand power of the Spirit. The end or-mark, 
at which man aims, and towards which he travels.in both is the 
ſame, even the land of reſt and peace in the Spirit of the Father, 
who begetsaliving ſoul under both Covenants. But the tearms 
of the Covenants , and the manner of ditpenling them are dif- 
ferent 3 and the wombs,whereof the children of each Covenant 
are born, are dffierent likewiſe, the one being the working Na- 
ture (which alſo came from God , and hath its bleſling from 
him in its obedience and ſubjettion to him) the other the womb 
of grace, which brings forth the Child of grace in man accord- 
ing to and by vertue of the promiſe; and doth not findea will in 
the day of man's choice and liberty , but createth a will in the 
day of God's powerful appearance in it. 


Yet this Seed of promiſe, or this new man begotten by tte 
Secd of Life according to the promiſe , muſt walk through the 
Law, and travel through all the dark paths of that Covenant, 
before it come to inherit the proiniſed Land 5 where the rigor 
ofthe Law and weakneſs of the fic{h will be throughly felt, and 
many tranſgreſſions and many ſtripes, yea many Captivities and 
cuttings off from the life may be felt alſo ; yea the Seed of 
the firſt Covenant may live and flouriſh, and injoy and boaſt 


much 
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much of God ; while this Seed is miſerable. But when this 
wombis viſited withthe ſtrength of grace,and free power of Lite, 
anc brivgeth forth her children therein 5, and ro more is called 
tor from the working part of man , but all brought forth in the 
free, full and freſh power of Lite 3 then ſhall the Sced of 1ſrac! 
after the promiſe, become an evcrlaſting habitation for , and a 
perfect joy in the Lite. 


Therefore diſtinguiſh 11 ſpirit between the Law and Grace, 
and the Covenants of each , and the diſpenſations of each, and 
how they are mixed and intermingled , both towards man and 
towards the Sced, in the ſeveral diſpenſations in which each are 
brought forth. For there hath been no perfe&t Covenant 
brought forth, either of Works or of Grace (ina way of pub- 
lick adminiſtration) fince the fall of Adam. Had there becn a 
perfect Covenant of works, there had been no capacity of falva- 
tion thereby to fallen man. Had there been a perte& Cove- 
nant of grace there hgd been no poſlibility or capacity of de- 
ſtruction : for grace in its perfect going forth , cannot but o- 
vercome and fave the man. But God ordercth both theſe Cos 
venants, both towards the man and towards the Seed., accord- 
ing to the (tate of the man and the ſtate of the Seed , and ac- 
cording to what (11 hiseternal wifdome) he judgeth meet to 
work upon them thereby. 


Man being fallen- , and having loſt his ſtrength of Faith and 
obedience in and to the requirings of Gods Spirit, the viſitation 
of him is now by grace, and not weerly to call forth what is 
left in him, but to help him with light and power, and by the 
influences of the grace and of the power to. quicken him 
towards God. Yet man in the receiving: of this, is apt 
to over-look the grace , and attribute too much to his own 
ſtrength , thinking himſelf ſomewhat becauſe. of the grace 
and power which hath viſited him, and new refreſhed 

| the 


(12) 

the 'Rirength and nature of his principle in him in, 
Hereby he is apt to fix his ſtanding ks adience to the Spi- 
rit or appearance of the grace, and ſo in effect builds his life and 
hopes again on his own principle, or on a new-received power.as 
held or kept to by him (which he may fall from now, as well as 
he did at bt) and not on the free begetting and free preſerving 
of a principle of life in him. 

This viſitation of grace is to all mankinde , there being none 
upon earth, whom the Lord doth not thus ſeek and viſit with the 
light of his eternal life,thus admini(tred through the grace:which 
ſo far as they fall in with, the Lord doth receive them and beget 
life in them, engrafting them into the living Vine, and preſer- 
ving them according to their abiding in it , and according to 
_ obedience to him in the ſpringings up of the ſap of the Vine 
in them. 

But befides this common adminiſtration of the grace to all 
mankinde, God formerly picked out a people after the fleſh of 
Abreham, and afterwards a people aftemthe ſpirit of Abraham, 
towards whom in a more peculiar way his gracedid adminiſter 
it ſelf, and whom he dealt with, »ot as with other Nations, but 
choſe to love and work up into life and communion with him- 
fel, by a more eſpecial adminiſtration and viſitation of his love 
and grace. The one of theſe were that people of the Jews, the 
other the believing Chriſtians. 

With the Jews he remembred the Covenant with Abraham. 
By vertue of that he loved and choſe them to be his people at- 
ter the fleſh, ( or his outward people) by vertue of that he 
brought them out of Egypt,» led them through the Wilderneſs, 
brought them into Canaan, giving them an inheritance therein, 
and delivering them from their Enemies time after time. 

Yet he alſo made another Covenant with them (eventhat of 
the Law ) which was ſuitable to their ſtate, andwhich their na- 
ture defired,and choſe to walk withGod in, but hardly ever kept 
it, and ſo brought the curſe and miſery due thereby upon their 


heads, and at laſt were utterly cut off, ſo far and ſo long as oy 
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Lord pleaſcth to let the curſe $132 Covenant have power over 
them, untill he ſhall pleaſe again to remember to them his Co- 
venant with Abrahayy, Iſaac and Jacob, and breath life through 
it into their dry boxes, 

Now though God did make this Covenant with them, be- 
caufe they were fleſhly, and their preſent ſtate required 1t 3 yet 
he did not diſanul or make void the other to them, all the 
while their day laſted ; but remembred loving-kindnelſs and 
mercy towards them in it, often delivering and redeeming them 
for his own Names ſake, pointing them allo to the word in the 
heart ard the gracious adminiſtration thereof : But they were 
blinded and held captive in the earthly nature and prinCp'e, 
and in the Law thereof, and held their marriage and union with 
God thereby. And fo, though this adminiſtration to the Jews 
(wherein God did ſtrive with them by his Spirit,and fometim:s 
ſtirlife and beget a true ſenſ{ibleneſs in many of them, calling to 
them for the circumciſion of the heart, and pointing them to 
the principle of lite in the heart, whereby it might be circum- 
ciſed ) though this advanced them far above the Heathen 3 yet . 
they through the fleſh and the letter, at laſt fell below the very 
ſtate of the Heathen, proving greater enemies to and perſccu- 
ters of the life than they. And ſo the Lord brake them off from 
the Olive tree into which they were engraffed, and cut them 
off from the Covenant which he h1d made with Abraham, Iſaac 
and Jacob, whereas hitherto ( though he had been often pro- 
voked by, and ſorely oftended with them, yet ) he had {ti!] 
loved them for the Fathers ſake. 

After them and in thcir ſtezd he choſe the bclicving Gentiles, 
engraffting them into the ſtock from whence tacſe were broken, 
letting them into a ſweeter, and fuller, and more ſpiricual and 
abiding eſtate and influences of the Covenant. For here the life 
was manifeſted, and the light did ſhine in great beauty and 
clearneſs, and they were gathered into the truc Fold of the 
Shepherd ( beſides that outward ſtate, which was alſo built up 


by the Lord and preſerved for a {caſon among them : ) and they 
C law 
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ſ-w-chcir {tanding to be by Miry' the grace, and were eſta- 

. bliched in the grace, and could feel the good pleaſure calling, 
the good pleaſure working, the good pleaſure being and doing 
all in them, and could cry grace, grace to this bullding and ſay, 
Not for any works that they had wrowght, or tor their faith in or, 
obedienceto the light oft life, which was mace manifeſt 3 bx 
of his own mercy he ſaved them, who wrought in them both the 
will and the deed of his own good plcalure, and preſerved them 
by his power through faith ( which was of his gift and beget- 
ting) unto ſalvation. 

Yet for all this, there was ſpmewhat of the Law or light eter- 
nal to be adminiſtred-unto them, which was luitable to the natu- 
ral part or firſt principle,through which they were totravel,even 
until the man or firſt nature was wholly waſted 5 whereby ſome 
of them were in danger of falling away wholly, others of com- 
ing under chaſtizement and judgement, with which the Lord 
purſted them, that they might not be utterly condemned with 
the world. Mark therefore this briet ſum of the matter. 

1.. Man fell under the firſt Covenant. His reſtitution is never 
to be thereby, but by the ſecond 3 through which God: works 
up veſſels intoa ſtate of life and glory in the adminiſtration of 
his grace. 

2. Butin this working up of the veſlel, he ſees neceſſary to 
makeuſe of the other Covenant, according to the capacity that 
is Icft in man toanſwer it : and fo as that capacity wears out, 
the Covenant of the Law waſteth-and paſleth away by degrees, 
and. the Covenant of grace ſucceeds and fills up the room 
thereof. 

3. There is great danger of falling from the life for ſome, as 
alſo of chaſtizements and judgements to others, while this capa- 
city remains, even while theearthly nature, ſpirit and principle 
is not worn out by the entrance, death and reſurreQion of the. 
principle of life in the heart. 

4. When the firſt principle is wholly dead, and the heart per- 


fettly formed in the life, and all perfeftly raiſed and xenewed - 
in- 
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in the life 3; then there is no oo falling or fear of chaſtize- 
ment 3 but perfe life, and peace and joy with God in his ſpi- , 
rit of power and glory for ever more. 

5- Though God begin with man in a Covenant of grace, and 
bring in a Covenant of the Law to man ( ſuitable to his preſent 
ſtate) only in ſubſerviency to the Covenant of grace 3 and would 
not have man ſtick there, but cling to him in the grace,and ſeek 
remiſlion through the grace for his own names ſake : Yet man 
through the prevalency of the firſt principle in him(and his look- 
ing on God through that) is apt to fix on this Covenant, and 
draw comfort or diſcouragement to himſelf from his own obe- 
dience or failings, and not live on the freeneſs of Gods love, and 
the faithfulneſs of his heart to the ſoul to all conditions, for his 
Chriſt's ſake. 

This hath been the great error of 1ſrael ( even of 7ſrael after 
the fleſb, and of 1/rael after the Spirit alſo) that while God 
layes hold on them by his love, promiſe, mercy and grace ; yct 
they lay hold on him by another Covenant, even their obedi- 
ence to the Laws he gives forth: not knowing, that the obe- 
dience to the firſt Covenant mult be a fruit of the ſecond 3 and 
that they are not beloved or accepted for that, but that that 
flowes into them and is wages $a forth in them, through the 
love, and through the free powerful workings thereof in 
them. I ſay, This( to wit, their obedience)is not the ground 
of their acceptance or being loved, ſo faras they are in this Co- 
venant : though as far as the other hath yeran influence, it hath 
ſome force in this reſpe&t. But this the eye is to paſle through, 
and to be be fixed on the other Covenant, (till waiting for the 
revealing and manifeſting the riches of the mercy thereof, and 
to feel the waſhing and cleanſing thereof from all the guilt, which 
under the remainers of the firſt Coveyant will bedaily contract- 
ing, while anything of the earthly. principle and offending part 
1s left ſtanding. | 

There hath been in this day, a very glorious adminiſtration 
of life to.; the-ſons of men ( after the long foregoing night ) 
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6 
wherein both theſe * TEES... old, been again adminiſtred in 
Spirit, ſuitable to the ſtate of the perſons, whereto they have 
been adminiſtred. And becauſe of the neceflity of faith and 
obedience in the new Covenant ( both to the ſeed and to the 
man ) the man 1s {o apt to fix his eye and build his hopes upon 
them ( and not upon the free love of him that works them in 
him ) that heis in danger of falling trom and diſhonouring the 
free grace ( which is the hope of 7/rael) and of loling his ſtate, 
which 1s not {ure ( how far ſoever it be advanced in a preſent 
powerand domimon) turther than it is built upon and fixed in 
thegrace. And therefore is this given forth, that the life in 
Iſrael may be ſure and laſting, and that they may grow up per- 
tecly (out of the principle of nature)into the principle of grace, 
and know the difference between their being united to and l1i- 
ving in God, either1a the fear, faith or love, fo far as they can 
receive or retain them 3 and God's living in them, and creating 
continually the fear. faith and love in them, and bringing forth 
all the fruits thereof in and from himſelf. 
For though the Covenants are and have been till the ſame 
from the beginning, yet the manifeſtations of them have been 
ſtill greater and greater. And a greater manifeſtation may yet 
be of the love and life of God (and the ſweet, free nature of his 
Covenant )) than hath hitherto been, or yet is, which 7ſraet is to 
wait for and feel the need of, before it be brought forth. And 
though all thoſe fore-mentioned ( to wit, of fear, faith and 
love) are pretious ſtates, which God workshis 7/rael up to,in and 
by the Covenant of his grace, according to their ſeveral growths 
and capacities, yea and according to which the delight and plea- 
ſure of his ſoul isin them : yet the abſolute aſſurance 1s only in 
the la tter, even where the Creature is ſo gathered into the life of 
God,that its ſtate depends notat all upon whar it ſelf is, or doth, 
put only upon what God is and will be to is freely ofhimſelfand 
for his own names ſake. 
. This is written in love, for preſervation ; and not for difcou- 
rag« m:nt or deſtruction : but that that which ſtandeth, _ 
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feel where to fix. For in the highe t it. tethat man can be advan- 
ced to,yet if anycf the creaturely principle be leftin him unſub- 
dued, and not yet buried with the Seed intoits death , there fs 
ſo far a capacity of falling: and his fall (in caſe the Lord doſut- 
fer his feet tollip ) will be the greater, by how much the high- 
erand more exalted he was in the Dominion and preſence of the 
powcr, aud by how much the more it vvas nnexpected by 
| him, 
And this my heart hath often ſaid within me,and ſtill ſaith toa 
weary ſoul, which hath felt the touches of life , and defireth- 
everlaſting unity with itzyea to all that defire ro walk with God, 
and to abide in the power of his lite in any diſpenſation 3 Keep 
the eze of thy minde to the grace which viſits thee : not ſo much 
to the light which comes from the grace, as to the grace from 
which the light comes; and dayly look for help and remilſron from 
it, as freely as thou hadſt at firſt. Andin all loſſes, and darkneſ- 
ſes, and W195 up of enilt and condemnation , caſt thy ſelf at the 
foot of it, ſaying in thy heart, if thou hadſt not freely viſited me 
at firſt, I had not ſet one ſtep in the path of life 5 and if thou doſt 
not as freely viſſt me ſtill, and renew life 1n me dayly of thine own 
accord, and. from the ſame love and goodneſs , I cannot but be lya- 
ble to miſcarry. Othat 1 might obey every beam of thy light,and 
every moving of thy life, but I dare not undertake it , O that thou 
wouldeſt undertakg for me. My righteouſneſs my obedience,mylove 
to thee,my faith in thee is like the morning due,which ſoon paſſeth 
away, and I vapun!/ pee: or come at it again: Oraiſe up life from 
an everlaſting Seed, and gather my heart into it and preſerve me 
71 it, not according to what Tam or have done.or yet can be or do; 
but far thine own names ſ1ke, and in thy love to thy Seed, and to 
thy creature in and through thy Seed by the Promiſe. 

Thus as any grows into the Covenant of grace, through the 
Covenant of works (which isneccllary to be diſpenſed in ſome 
meaſure, till the mans Nature and | ririciple be wholly worne 
out by it) they will finde ſure footing there and building upon 
that, from which the Soul (that cleaveth toit in the vertue and 
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nature that floweth from it) can ncver be removed. Yea the 
peace and fafty of Iſrael in thcre travels (fixing here) will be 
greater, and there aſlurance greatcr, and their falls and the pre- 
vailings of the Enemy not ſo dangerous (that being had recourſe 
to, which never fai'es of healing that foul, whych lyesat the foot 
of it and in heart waits its ſeat9n) however they may be hurred 
and driven abont with Tempeits, through the violence of the 
Enemy and good pleaſure of him, who ſceth it fit for the preſent 
ſtate of the ſoul, to have it thus exerciſed. 

The intent of God 1n the ſalvation of man, 1s to magnifie the 
riches of his grace and the freencſs of his love. And this 1s effect- 
ed, asman 1s broken in his natural principle and power of belei- 
ving and obeying, and a Seed of life freely raiſed up in him, and 
he Ar gathered into it and preſerved in it. And where is 
the Boaſter here ? or where is he, who in this ſtate, can throw a 
ſtone at another becauſe of his tranſgreſſions ? Nay, niy 3 He 
that is freely forgiven,and lives meerly and for ever ... 22 a- 
lone, he is formed and brought forth in the tendernels of the 
bowels which begat and nouriſh him : and he cryeth mightily 
for the ſpreading of the ſame bowels over other ſinners, waiting 
for the ſeaſon of their viſitation and gathering into the ſame 
love, and by the ſame powerful hand, if it may be. 

O my God, bring np the power and ſweetneſs of thy life in lirael, 
and fhew mercy to all Nations. Purge the Earth with thy fax , 
ſcatter the corruption there of from the hearts f the ſons of men, 
and make them the Paradice of thy pleaſure : that thou, O living 
God,nayſt dwel in and fhine forth; from thy Temple,and it may no 
longer lye waſt, nor the aboztination of deſolation defile it, to the 
diſhoner of thy name, and to the ruine and miſery of thy Crea- 
t7on. 


Poſtſcript. 
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Poſtſcript. 


Q Ome things are exceeding neceſſary for loſt man to be ac- 
i} quainted with, in his travels from his loft eſiate, into the life 
and peace of God. As, 

I. To his loſt eſtate and miſery for ever, unleſs the Lord pitty 
and help him. 

2. To know the light, wherewith the Lord viſits the ſouls that 
fit in darkneſs, that he may wait for the ſhinings therof, and in 
them travel with the leading ſpirit of life, from the darkneſs and 
death of ſin, towwards the lagd of the living. 

3. 10 breath unts the Lord and wait to have his heart joyned to 
the light and power of life dayly, and ſeparated from the powers 
of death and darkneſs, under which he was and ſtill js a captive, 
but as ord appears for him and delivers him. 

4 To put forth all the ſtrength of his ſoul and mind, and all the 
members of his body in the ſervice of the Lord. For as he 3s, in any 
meaſure, ſet free by the Lord from the ſervice of ſin; $0 is he to 
ſerve and obey the Lord in righteouſneſs. 

5. To wait dayly to receive the ſtrength from the Lord, where- 
with he ſerveth the Lord. For though by the Redemption of the 
Lord, he feels the creaturely part &m ſome mea ſure ) renewed and 
reſtored, and an ability received ts ſerve righteon/neſs, which 
before he had not : yet this is not ſo given to him, as that the Lord 
hath it not ſtill in his hand who can ſtop or let it ont at his pleaſure. 
And happy is that man, who looketh not upon bimſelf as ſomewhat, 
becauſe of what in any kind he hath received, but feeleth h1s de- 
pendance upon the Lord. 

6. To feel the grace and mercy of the Lord, in whatever he re- 
ceiveth from the Lord, or whatever he doth for the Lord. It is all 
of the Lord : happy is the man that ſees it. It is the mercy of the 
Lord that man is not conſe umed. It is the mercy of the Lord, that 
any man in any ftate(or degree of life and redemption) is preſer- 
ved. The mercy of the Lord endureth for ever,therctore is _ 
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". ſafe. This will be the ſong of praiſe in the houſe of the Lord for 


ever. 

7. To wait for the waſting of the man, and the raiſing up of the 
ſeed day by day : that gt S how the Covenant » x6lhs jor 
watural, and which cannot but deſire it and ſeek to live byit, may 
be worn out 5, and that to whish the Covenant of grace is as natu- 
ral (if not more) and which alone lives by the promiſe, and 
through the faith and in the grace which freely flows from the eter- 
_ fountain, may be raiſed up aud ſucceed in the place and ſtead 
thereof. 

= is ſafety indeed. Here is a righteouſneſs ſo 
brought in, as that it can never be reggoved out of the heart more. 
Here everlaſting life and the Soul are one for ever. Here is no 
more going into captivity, which Iſrael ſetled ix Canaan, and en- 
joying the ſ1 Deetne/; and ref thereof, under the firſt Covenant may. 
Here are no tears, nor ſighing, nor departing from theepfe, nor 


. grieving the holy Spirt of the Lord, nor being grieved by it any 
' more: but what the heart deſires of God and- what Go _ 


of -the heart mutually received, and the going forth and the 
coming in and the abiding one and the ſame for ever, the y=ueh 
life and power and love and eternal ſweetneſs being all and 
in- all for ever. This 3s. the mark of lirael, and the haven of 
isreternal reſt, to whichthe Lord is leading the poor, hungary, 
empty, _—_— afPiced, lofled Sewls, to whom it is as ſure in 
the love and good-will of God (and inthe councel of his heart de- 
termined thereupon) as if they were already in it. 
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THE END. 
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